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Narmada to Tungabhadra lay at his feet. It seemed as if Shivaji,
and the men whom he had led to victory, had lived and died in
vain. The great deluge, against which Shahaji_and Shivaji had
struggled to protect the country for over sixty years, now swept
over the land, carrying everything before it, and there seemed no
sign of any possible resistance. The old Bijapur and Golconda
rulers were captives in distant lands, and Sambhaji's son was quite
a boy of tender years and a prisoner in the camp.
But just when their country's fortune was at its lowest ebb,
and everything seemed to be lost beyond hope, these very misfor-
tunes served to rouse a band <rf patriots, who had been trained in
ShivajFs school, to resolve—resourceless and penniless as they
were—to secure their national independence, and drive Aurang-
zeb's grand army back to Hindustan. At the head of this band was
Rajaram, the younger son of Shivaji, who had been kept a prisoner
at Raigad by Sambhaji, and who, on Sambhaji's death, effected
his escape before Raigad was captured. Rajaram was about twenty
years old at this time, but he inherited most of the great qualities
of his father—his daring and his skill, his freedom from vice, and
the mildness and liberality of his disposition, and above all, his
power of inspiring confidence among his countrymen. He professed
all his life to act as Regent of Shahu, who was a prisoner with
Aurangzeb, and never sat on the throne out of respect for Shahu's
rights. The chief adviser of Rajaram on this occasion was Pralhad
Niraji, the son of the Nyayadfush Niraji Raoji in ShivajFs time.
During SambhajFs reign, Pralhad Niraji was out of office, and
remained a passive spectator of affairs, but he was reputed to be
the wisest man of the time among the Marathas. Mr. Grant Duff,
who is so sparing in his commendation of Brahmans, admits that
Pralhad* was a very uncommon person, and, in his total disregard
of self-interest, is  almost a singular  instance  amongst Brahman
statesmen. Like Rajaram, Pralhad Niraji died, while the work of
self-defence was but half-finished, but they both had the satisfac-
tion of having lived to see that the danger which threatened their
country was fairly mastered, and final success was only a question
of time. Raghunathpant Hanmante was another of these patriots.
He was the son of ShahajFs oldest Brahman karkun in charge
of his Jahagir in Karnatik, and was noted for his unselfishness
and independence. He had vainly tried to advise Venkoji at Tan-
jore and Sambhaji at Raigad to mend their ways, and now when
the crisis came, he fell in with the plan of Pralhad Niraji, and
prepared the fort of Gingi, which was in ShahajFs Jahagir in the
Tanjore District, to   receive   Rajaram   and   his   partisans.   Nilo
Moreshwar, the son of the first Peshwa Moropant Pingle, had

